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Awarded for the second time: 
 

AUGUST SANDER AWARD 2020: announcement of the shortlist 
 
The second call for proposals by Ulla Bartenbach and Prof. Dr. Kurt Bartenbach's August 
Sander Award for portrait photography was very well received. The jury, consisting of Dr. 
Anja Bartenbach (founder family), Rineke Dijkstra (artist, Amsterdam), Prof. Dr. Ursula 
Frohne (University of Münster), Jeff Rosenheim (The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York) 
and Gabriele Conrath-Scholl (Die Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur, Cologne) 
selected a shortlist of 10 positions from the large number of works submitted, from which 
the August Sander Award winner will emerge. 
 
The following submissions are listed: 
 
Sabrina Asche (Germany): „Garments and Garment Workers“, 2015–2017 
 
Lea Franke (Germany): „Wir sind 15“, 2018–2019 
 
Katharina Gruzei (Austria): „Bodies of Work“, 2017 
 
Andreas Happel (Germany): „While the moonlight showers upon my dark robe“, 2018–2019 
 
Rafael Heygster (Germany): „Zeitzeugen vom Ende der Anstalt – ehemalige Bewohner der 
Langzeitklinik Blankenburg“, 2018–2019 
 
Heiko Schäfer (Germany): „Die Arbeit in und an Aufmachungen“, 2018–2019 
 
Kaja Smith (Germany): „Goldkinder“, 2013 
 
Rebecca Unz (Austria): „Sensibelchen“, seit Februar 2018 
 
Luisa Wein (Germany): „See through“, 2016 
 
Lukas Zander (Germany): „Is nix armer as’n Fiskersmann”, 2019 
 
 
“We were impressed by the diversity of the subject of the portrait in the submitted works, 
and the medium of photography was also very well versed and used creatively in high 
quality. The observation of emotional moments, social interactions, perspectives on life and 
working environments are just a few of the current questions that the artists have 
illuminated in a variety of ways. Accordingly, the series of works initiated to a lively and 
subject-specific discussion. We would like to thank the participants warmly and encourage 
them to continue and to pursue their series of works with such concentration”, said the jury 
in retrospect. 
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At the end of March 2020 the winner will be published. The award ceremony will take 
place on September 3, 2020 as part of the exhibition opening “From Becher to 
Blume. Photographs from the Garnatz Collection and Die Photographische 
Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur ” in Cologne. 
 
The August Sander Award, which is awarded every other year, combines the idea of 
promoting young photographers with contemporary artistic approaches in the 
sense of factual-conceptual photography. The name of the award is explained by the 
fact that Die Photographische Sammlung/SK Stiftung Kultur, with the August Sander 
Archive, has the world's largest collection of original works by August Sander (1876–
1964). Against the background of the important portrait photographs by August 
Sander, the applicants should primarily refer to the subject of the human portrait. 
 
 
Press inquiries at (0221) 888 95 105, Email: pr@sk-kultur.de 

 
You can download a press photo from the jury meeting at the following direct link: 
http://bit.ly/388fBEQ 
 


